
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deans Counci l  Minut es 
Apr il 19, 2010 

 
Members present: Jerry Gilbert , chairman; Richard Blackbourn, Frances Coleman, 

Lou  D'Abramo, Rhett  Hobart , Kent Hoblet , George Hopper, Gary Jackson, 
Meghan Mil lea, Melissa Mixon, Gary Myers, Sarah Rajala, Pau l Gr imes (for  Lynne 
Richardson), Peter Ryan, Jack  Tucci, and Jim West.  Also present were:  Mark  
Bink ley, Tim Chamblee, Mike Rack ley, David Shaw, Sharon Nobles (for  Bu tch 
Stokes), Diane Alexander, Nancy McCarley, Ann Bell, and Maridith  Geuder. 

 
1. The minu tes from the March 22 and Apr il 5, 2010 meet ings were approved with no 

discussion or correct ions. 
2. Announcem ent s: 

• Commencement is schedu led for  May 1. 
• Research Recognit ion Banquet is schedu led for  Apr il 29 at  6:30. 
• On Fr iday at  1:30, the Maroon Edit ion common reading book  announcement 

wil l  take place in  the Gr isham Room. 
• As indicated in  an e-mail from Bu tch Stokes, MSU wil l not  accept t ransfer 

credits from Sou theast  Bapt ist  College, due to their  not  being accredited. 
• Facu lty and others at  MSU are asked to t ry to accommodate any students who 

were affected by the Campus Trail fire.  To date, we know of approximately 70 
students affected. 

3. Shack ouls Honors Col lege:  In  the next  couple of weeks, Dr. McCarley wil l  wr ite 
each dean concerning inpu t  on a college representat ive for  Honors Advisory 
Council.  Thursday, Apr il 22, at  4:00 PM at  Gr iffis Hall, the Honors facu lty 
medall ion ceremony wil l  take place.  Mr. and Mrs. Shackou ls wil l  be present, and 
Dr. Keenum wil l receive h is medall ion. 

4. Reh i r i ng of  ret i rees:  Ann Bell explained t ime frames and ru les regarding the 
ret irement incent ive and rehir ing of ret irees.  There can be no rehir ing agreement 
pr ior  to ret irement.  Ju ly 8 is the final day for  retract ing a commitment.  PERS wil l  
not  accept volunteer work  for  45 days.  Ret irees cannot physically work  past  June 
30.  Ann stated that  Human Resources is work ing on the report  contain ing names 
of those who have expressed interest  in  the ret irement incent ive and wil l  
communicate that  to the Vice Presidents as soon as the report  is complete.  Not all 
who sign the elect ion form wil l  choose to ret ire.  The Vice Presidents wil l  meet to 
discuss the re-h ire of ret iree process and then that  wil l  be shared. 

5. The changing role and chal lenges of  'm edia relat i ons':  Mar idith  Geuder shared 
in format ion related to news items.  She discussed the var ious methods of shar ing 
news and agreed that  the preferred path for  facu lty to follow with news items 
wou ld be through their  department head and dean rather than going direct ly to 
University Relat ions.  University Relat ions t r ies to separate announcements and 
news events. 
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6. Academ ic Operat i ng Pol i cy  XX.XX - Academ ic Am nest y  for  Graduat e 

St uden t s:  This document is modeled after  the undergraduate academic amnesty 
document.  The student must be away for  five years and can apply in to the same 
or different  graduate program.  A suggested revision wou ld state "has been granted 
by the department".  There was a mot ion and a second to accept the AOP with edit .  
There being no fu r ther discussion, the mot ion was approved with no opposit ion.  
This policy wil l  now go to Facu lty Senate for  review. 

7. St at ePr i de awards:  Dr. Gilbert  dist r ibu ted let ters to the deans regarding tentat ive 
present status for  the awards.  Dr. Gilbert  wil l  let  the deans know abou t the 
approval of the select ion process.    

8. Ot her  i t em s: 
• With ret irements, we may have to reth ink  what we do and focus on core 

courses.  We need to convey that  message to departments. 
• If possible, we shou ld avoid naming a department head as graduate 

coordinator.  Graduate coordinators need to be Level 1 tenu red facu lty. 
• We may need the departments' assistance in  get t ing benchmark ing data 

together. 
• There was a quest ion concerning duplicat ion of Inst itu t ional Research work  on 

the Sasak i master plan requests.  Dr. Gilbert  stated that  he wil l  check  and get  
back  to the deans concerning project ion data. 

• Meghan Mil lea stated that  the confidence su rvey was released today.  Please 
contact  Facu lty Senate office if you  exper ience problems.  Another issue that  
has come up with Facu lty Senate is inconsistent  release of external let ters from 
P&T process.  Annual reviews are also inconsistent  across colleges.  Dr. Gilbert  
stated that  the content  of external let ters cou ld be shared withou t revealing the 
ident ity of the reviewer.  Perhaps the colleges need to share the let ter  they send 
to external reviewers – to check  the differences. 

• Dean Hopper reported that  a dist ingu ished lectu rer, Dick  Molpus, wil l  be on 
campus tomorrow at  2:00 PM. 

• Dr. D’Abramo shared that  not ificat ion of $250,000 for  official assistantships 
has been distr ibu ted. 

 


